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VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

Your Child’s First Vaccines:
What You Need to Know

Many vaccine information statements are 
available in Spanish and other languages.  
See www.immunize.org/vis

Hojas de información sobre vacunas están 
disponibles en español y en muchos otros 
idiomas. Visite www.immunize.org/vis

The vaccines included on this statement are likely to be given at the same time during infancy 
and early childhood. There are separate Vaccine Information Statements for other vaccines 
that are also routinely recommended for young children (measles, mumps, rubella, varicella, 
rotavirus, influenza, and hepatitis A)

Your child is getting these vaccines today:
 DTaP	  Hib		   Hepatitis B	  PCV	  Polio
(Provider: Check appropriate boxes.)

1. Why get vaccinated?

Vaccines can prevent disease. Childhood vaccination 
is essential because it helps provide immunity before 
children are exposed to potentially life-threatening 
diseases.

Diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DTaP)
	� Diphtheria (D) can lead to difficulty breathing, 
heart failure, paralysis, or death.

	� Tetanus (T) causes painful stiffening of the 
muscles. Tetanus can lead to serious health 
problems, including being unable to open the 
mouth, having trouble swallowing and breathing, 
or death.

	� Pertussis (aP), also known as “whooping cough,” 
can cause uncontrollable, violent coughing that 
makes it hard to breathe, eat, or drink. Pertussis 
can be extremely serious, especially in babies and 
young children, causing pneumonia, convulsions, 
brain damage, or death.

Hib (Haemophilus influenzae type b) 
disease
Haemophilus influenzae type b can cause many 
different kinds of infections. Hib bacteria can cause 
mild illness, such as ear infections or bronchitis, or 
they can cause severe illness, such as infections of 
the blood. Hib infection can also cause pneumonia; 
severe swelling in the throat, making it hard to 
breathe; and infections of the blood, joints, bones, 
and covering of the heart. Severe Hib infection, also 
called “invasive Hib disease,” requires treatment in a 
hospital and can sometimes result in death.

Hepatitis B
Hepatitis B is a liver disease that can cause mild 
illness lasting a few weeks, or it can lead to a serious, 
lifelong illness. Acute hepatitis B infection is a short-
term illness that can lead to fever, fatigue, loss of 
appetite, nausea, vomiting, jaundice (yellow skin or 
eyes, dark urine, clay-colored bowel movements), 
and pain in the muscles, joints, and stomach. 
Chronic hepatitis B infection is a long-term illness 
that occurs when the hepatitis B virus remains in a 
person’s body. Most people who go on to develop 
chronic hepatitis B do not have symptoms, but it 
is still very serious and can lead to liver damage 
(cirrhosis), liver cancer, and death.

Pneumococcal disease (PCV)
Pneumococcal disease refers to any illness caused 
by pneumococcal bacteria. These bacteria can cause 
many types of illnesses, including pneumonia, which 
is an infection of the lungs. Besides pneumonia, 
pneumococcal bacteria can also cause ear infections, 
sinus infections, meningitis (infection of the tissue 
covering the brain and spinal cord), and bacteremia 
(infection of the blood). Most pneumococcal 
infections are mild. However, some can result 
in long-term problems, such as brain damage or 
hearing loss. Meningitis, bacteremia, and pneumonia 
caused by pneumococcal disease can be fatal.



Polio
Polio (or poliomyelitis) is a disabling and life-
threatening disease caused by poliovirus, which  
can infect a person’s spinal cord, leading to paralysis. 
Most people infected with poliovirus have no 
symptoms, and many recover without complications. 
Some people infected with poliovirus will experience 
sore throat, fever, tiredness, nausea, headache, 
or stomach pain, and most people with these 
symptoms will also recover without complications. 
A smaller group of people will develop more serious 
symptoms: paresthesia (feeling of pins and needles  
in the legs), meningitis (infection of the covering 
of the spinal cord and/or brain), or paralysis (can’t 
move parts of the body) or weakness in the arms, 
legs, or both. Paralysis can lead to permanent 
disability and death.

2. �DTaP, Hib, hepatitis B, 
pneumococcal conjugate, and 
polio vaccines

Infants and children usually need:
	� 5 doses of diphtheria, tetanus, and acellular 
pertussis vaccine (DTaP)

	� 3 or 4 doses of Hib vaccine
	� 3 doses of hepatitis B vaccine
	� 4 doses of pneumococcal conjugate  
vaccine (PCV)

	� 4 doses of polio vaccine

Some children might need fewer or more than the 
usual number of doses of some vaccines to have the 
best protection because of their age at vaccination or 
other circumstances.

Older children, adolescents, and adults with 
certain health conditions or other risk factors or 
who did not get vaccinated earlier might also be 
recommended to receive 1 or more doses of some  
of these vaccines.

These vaccines are given as either stand-alone 
vaccines or as part of a combination vaccine (a type 
of vaccine that combines more than one vaccine 
together into one shot).

3. �Talk with your health care 
provider

Tell your vaccination provider if the child getting  
the vaccine:

For all of these vaccines:
	� Has had an allergic reaction after a previous dose 
of the vaccine, or has any severe, life-threatening 
allergies

For DTaP:
	� Has had an allergic reaction after a previous dose 
of any vaccine that protects against diphtheria, 
tetanus, or pertussis

	� Has had a coma, decreased level of consciousness, 
or prolonged seizures within 7 days after a 
previous dose of any pertussis vaccine (DTP  
or DTaP)

	� Has seizures or another nervous system problem
	� Has ever had Guillain-Barré syndrome (also 
called “GBS”)

	� Has had severe pain or swelling after a previous 
dose of any vaccine that protects against 
diphtheria or tetanus

For PCV:
	� Has had an allergic reaction after a previous 
dose of any type of pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine (PCV13, PCV15, PCV20, or an earlier 
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine known as 
PCV7), or to any vaccine containing diphtheria 
toxoid (for example, DTaP)

In some cases, your child’s health care provider may 
decide to postpone vaccination until a future visit.

Children with minor illnesses, such as a cold, may be 
vaccinated. Children who are moderately or severely 
ill should usually wait until they recover before being 
vaccinated.

Your child’s health care provider can give you more 
information.
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4. Risks of a vaccine reaction

For all of these vaccines:
	� Soreness, redness, swelling, warmth, pain, or 
tenderness where the shot is given can happen  
after vaccination.

For DTaP vaccine, Hib vaccine, 
hepatitis B vaccine, and PCV:
	� Fever can happen after vaccination.

For DTaP vaccine:
	� Fussiness, feeling tired, loss of appetite, and 
vomiting sometimes happen after DTaP 
vaccination.

	� More serious reactions, such as seizures, non-stop 
crying for 3 hours or more, or high fever (over 
105°F) after DTaP vaccination happen much less 
often. Rarely, vaccination is followed by swelling of 
the entire arm or leg, especially in older children 
when they receive their fourth or fifth dose.

For PCV:
	� Loss of appetite, fussiness (irritability), feeling 
tired, headache, and chills can happen after PCV 
vaccination.

	� Young children may be at increased risk for 
seizures caused by fever after a pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccine if it is administered at the same 
time as inactivated influenza vaccine. Ask your 
health care provider for more information.

As with any medicine, there is a very remote chance 
of a vaccine causing a severe allergic reaction, other 
serious injury, or death.

5. �What if there is a serious 
problem?

An allergic reaction could occur after the vaccinated 
person leaves the clinic. If you see signs of a 
severe allergic reaction (hives, swelling of the face 
and throat, difficulty breathing, a fast heartbeat, 
dizziness, or weakness), call 9-1-1 and get the person 
to the nearest hospital.

For other signs that concern you, call your health 
care provider.

Adverse reactions should be reported to the Vaccine 
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). Your 
health care provider will usually file this report, or 
you can do it yourself. Visit the VAERS website at 
www.vaers.hhs.gov or call 1-800-822-7967. VAERS 
is only for reporting reactions, and VAERS staff 
members do not give medical advice.

6. �The National Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program 
(VICP) is a federal program that was created to 
compensate people who may have been injured by 
certain vaccines. Claims regarding alleged injury or 
death due to vaccination have a time limit for filing, 
which may be as short as two years. Visit the VICP 
website at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation or 
call 1-800-338-2382 to learn about the program and 
about filing a claim.

7. How can I learn more?

	� Ask your health care provider.
	� Call your local or state health department.
	� Visit the website of the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for vaccine package inserts 
and additional information at www.fda.gov/
vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines.

	� Contact the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC):
	- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) or
	- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines.
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Hepatitis B Vaccine:
What You Need to Know

Many vaccine information statements are 
available in Spanish and other languages.  
See www.immunize.org/vis

Hojas de información sobre vacunas están 
disponibles en español y en muchos otros 
idiomas. Visite www.immunize.org/vis

1. Why get vaccinated?

Hepatitis B vaccine can prevent hepatitis B. 
Hepatitis B is a liver disease that can cause mild 
illness lasting a few weeks, or it can lead to a serious, 
lifelong illness. 
	� Acute hepatitis B is a short-term illness that can 
lead to fever, fatigue, loss of appetite, nausea, 
vomiting, jaundice (yellow skin or eyes, dark urine, 
clay-colored bowel movements), and pain in the 
muscles, joints, and stomach.

	� Chronic hepatitis B is a long-term illness that 
occurs when the hepatitis B virus remains in a 
person’s body. Most people who go on to develop 
chronic hepatitis B do not have symptoms, but it 
is still very serious and can lead to liver damage 
(cirrhosis), liver cancer, and death. Chronically 
infected people can spread hepatitis B virus 
to others, even if they do not feel or look sick 
themselves.

Hepatitis B is spread when blood, semen, or other 
body fluid infected with the hepatitis B virus enters 
the body of a person who is not infected. People can 
become infected through:
	� Birth (if a pregnant woman has hepatitis B, her 
baby can become infected)

	� Sharing items such as razors or toothbrushes with 
an infected person

	� Contact with the blood or open sores of an infected 
person

	� Sex with an infected partner
	� Sharing needles, syringes, or other drug-injection 
equipment

	� Exposure to blood from needlesticks or other sharp 
instruments

Most people who are vaccinated with hepatitis B 
vaccine are immune for life.

2. Hepatitis B vaccine

Hepatitis B vaccine is usually given as 2, 3, or 4 shots.

Infants should get their first dose of hepatitis B 
vaccine at birth and will usually complete the series 
at 6–18 months of age. The birth dose of hepatitis B 
vaccine is an important part of preventing long-
term illness in infants and the spread of hepatitis B 
in the United States.

Anyone 59 years of age or younger who has not yet 
gotten the vaccine should be vaccinated.
Hepatitis B vaccination is recommended for adults 
60 years or older at increased risk of exposure to 
hepatitis B who were not vaccinated previously. 
Adults 60 years or older who are not at increased 
risk and were not vaccinated in the past may also be 
vaccinated.

Hepatitis B vaccine may be given as a stand-alone 
vaccine, or as part of a combination vaccine (a type 
of vaccine that combines more than one vaccine 
together into one shot).

Hepatitis B vaccine may be given at the same time as 
other vaccines.

3. �Talk with your health care provider

Tell your vaccination provider if the person getting 
the vaccine:
	� Has had an allergic reaction after a previous dose 
of hepatitis B vaccine, or has any severe, life-
threatening allergies

In some cases, your health care provider may  
decide to postpone hepatitis B vaccination until a 
future visit.
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Pregnant or breastfeeding women who were 
not vaccinated previously should be vaccinated. 
Pregnancy or breastfeeding are not reasons to avoid 
hepatitis B vaccination. 

People with minor illnesses, such as a cold, may be 
vaccinated. People who are moderately or severely ill 
should usually wait until they recover before getting 
hepatitis B vaccine.

Your health care provider can give you more 
information.

4. Risks of a vaccine reaction

	� Soreness where the shot is given, fever, headache, 
and fatigue (feeling tired) can happen after 
hepatitis B vaccination.

People sometimes faint after medical procedures, 
including vaccination. Tell your provider if you feel 
dizzy or have vision changes or ringing in the ears.

As with any medicine, there is a very remote chance 
of a vaccine causing a severe allergic reaction, other 
serious injury, or death.

5. �What if there is a serious problem?

An allergic reaction could occur after the vaccinated 
person leaves the clinic. If you see signs of a 
severe allergic reaction (hives, swelling of the face 
and throat, difficulty breathing, a fast heartbeat, 
dizziness, or weakness), call 9-1-1 and get the person 
to the nearest hospital.

For other signs that concern you, call your health 
care provider.

Adverse reactions should be reported to the Vaccine 
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). Your 
health care provider will usually file this report, or 
you can do it yourself. Visit the VAERS website at 
www.vaers.hhs.gov or call 1-800-822-7967. VAERS 
is only for reporting reactions, and VAERS staff 
members do not give medical advice.

6. �The National Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program 
(VICP) is a federal program that was created to 
compensate people who may have been injured by 
certain vaccines. Claims regarding alleged injury or 
death due to vaccination have a time limit for filing, 
which may be as short as two years. Visit the VICP 
website at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation or 
call 1-800-338-2382 to learn about the program and 
about filing a claim. 

7. How can I learn more?

	� Ask your health care provider. 
	� Call your local or state health department.
	� Visit the website of the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for vaccine package inserts 
and additional information at www.fda.gov/
vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines

	� Contact the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC):
	- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) or
	- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines.
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Polio Vaccine
What You Need to Know

 

( 4 | Why get vaccinated? ]

Vaccination can protect people from polio. Polio is a

disease caused by virus. It is spread mainly by person-
to-person contact. It can also be spread by consuming

food or drinks that are contaminated with the feces of an

infected person.

Mostpeople infected with polio have no symptoms, and

many recover without complications. But sometimes

people whoget polio develop paralysis (cannot move

their armsor legs). Polio can result in permanent
disability. Polio can also cause death, usually by

paralyzing the muscles used for breathing.

 

Polio used to be very commonin the United States. It
paralyzed and killed thousands of people every year

before polio vaccine was introduced in 1955. There is
no cure forpolio infection, but it can be prevented by

vaccination.

Polio has been eliminated from the United States. But
it still occurs in other parts of the world. It would only

take one personinfected with polio coming from another

country to bring the disease back here if we were not
protected by vaccination.If the effort to eliminate the

disease from the world is successful, some day we won’t

need polio vaccine. Until then, we need to keep getting

our children vaccinated.

 

( 2 Polio vaccine ]

Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) can preventpolio.

Children

Most people should get IPV whenthey are children.

Doses ofIPV are usually given at 2, 4, 6 to 18 months,

and 4 to.6 years of age.

The schedule might be different for some children
(including those traveling to certain countries and those

whoreceive IPV as part of a combination vaccine). Your

health care provider can give you more information.

 

 

Many Vaccine Information Statements are
available in Spanish and other languages.
See www.immunize.org/vis

Hojas de informacién sobre vacunas estan
disponibles en espaol y en muchosotros
idiomas. Visite www.immunize.org/vis    

Adults

Most adults do not need IP'V because they were already

vaccinated against polio as children. But someadults

are at higher risk and should consider polio vaccination,

including:
° peopletraveling to certain parts of the world,

° laboratory workers who might handlepolio virus, and
+ health care workers treating patients who could have

polio.

These higher-risk adults may need 1 to 3 doses of IPV,
depending on how manydosesthey have hadin the past.

There are no known risks togetting IPV at the same time

as other vaccines. :

E Somepeople should not get |
 

this vaccine 
Tell the person whois giving the vaccine:

° If the person getting the vaccine has any severe,

life-threateningallergies:
If you ever had alife-threateningallergic reaction after

a dose of IPV,or have a sévereallergy to any part of

this vaccine, you may be‘advisednot to get vaccinated.
Ask your health care provider if you want information

about vaccine components.

* If the person getting the vaccine is not feeling well.

If you have a mild illness;'such as a cold, you can
probably get the vaccine today. If you are moderately

or severely ill, you should:probably wait until you

recover. Your doctor can advise you.

 

[ 4 Risks of a vaccine reaction ]

With any medicine, including vaccines, there is a chance

of side effects. These are usually mild and go away on

their own, but serious reactions are also possible.

 

Some people who get IPV get a sore spot where the shot

was given. IPV has not been knownto cause serious

problems, and most people do not have any problems:

withit. a -

   
 

   

is ‘U.S, Departmentof
t (isfen Health and HumanServices
3 haces Centers for Disease

eine Control and Prevention



Other problemsthat couldhappen after this vaccine:

People sometimesfaint after a medical procedure,

including vaccination.Sitting or lying down for about

15 minutes can help prevent fainting and injuries
caused by a fall. Tell yourproviderifyou feel dizzy, or

have vision changesor ringingintheears.

» Some people get shoulder pain that can be more severe

and longer-lasting than the more routine sorenessthat

can follow injections. This happens very rarely.

* Any medication can cause a severe allergic reaction.

Suchreactions from a vaccine are very rare, estimated

,at about | in a million doses, and would happen within
a few minutes to a few hours afterthe vaccination.

As with any medicine, there is a very remote chance of a

vaccine causing a serious injury or death.

The safety of vaccines is always being monitored. For

more information, visit: www.cde.gov/vaccinesafety/

 

5 What if there is a serious

 probiem?
 

What should | look for?’

Lookfor anything that concerns you, such as signs

of a severe allergic reaction, very high fever, or

unusual behavior.

Signs of a severe allergic:reaction can includehives,

swelling of the face and throat, difficulty breathing,

a fast heartbeat, dizziness, and weakness. These

would start a few minutes to a few hoursafter the
vaccination.

What should | do?

If you think it is a severe allergic reaction or other

emergency that can’t wait, call 9-1-1 or get to the

nearest hospital, Otherwise,call yourclinic.

Afterward, the reaction should be reportedto the

Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS).

Your doctor should file this report, or you can

doit yourself through the VAERS website at

www.yvaers.hhs.gov, or by calling 1-800-822-7967.

VAERS does not give medical advice.

 

6 The National Vaccine Injury

Compensation Program

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program

(VICP)is a federal prograrn that was created to

compensate people who may have been injured by
certain vaccines. ad

 

Persons who believe they may have been injured by a

vaccine can learn about the program and aboutfiling a
claim by calling 1-800-338-2382 orvisiting the VICP
website at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation. There
is a timelimit to file a clairn for compensation.

 

 
(7 How can | learn more? ]

» Ask your healthcare provider. He or she can give you

the vaccine packageinsert or suggest other sources
of information.

* Call your loca! or state health department.

- Contact the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC): 7

- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)or
- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines
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VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

Many vaccine information statements are 
available in Spanish and other languages.  
See www.immunize.org/vis

Hojas de información sobre vacunas están 
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Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine: 
What You Need to Know

1. Why get vaccinated?

Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine can prevent 
pneumococcal disease.

Pneumococcal disease refers to any illness caused 
by pneumococcal bacteria. These bacteria can cause 
many types of illnesses, including:
	� Pneumonia (infection of the lungs)
	� Ear infections
	� Sinus infections
	� Meningitis (infection of the tissue covering the 
brain and spinal cord)

	� Bacteremia (bloodstream infection)

Anyone can get pneumococcal disease, but young 
children, older adults, and people with certain risk 
factors are at the highest risk.

Most pneumococcal infections are mild. However, 
some can result in long-term problems, such as brain 
damage or hearing loss. Meningitis, bacteremia, and 
pneumonia caused by pneumococcal disease can 
lead to death.

2. Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine

Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine helps protect 
against bacteria that cause pneumococcal disease. 
There are several pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccines (PCVs). The specific PCV and number of 
doses recommended are based on a person’s age, 
vaccination history, and medical status. Your health 
care provider can help you determine which type of 
PCV, and how many doses, should be received.
	� Infants and young children usually need 4 doses 
of PCV. These doses are recommended at 2, 4, 6, 
and 12–15 months of age.

	� Certain older children and adolescents who did 
not receive the recommended doses as infants or 
young children need PCV. This depends on age and 
medical conditions, or other risk factors.

	� Adults 19 through 49 years old who have not 
received PCV and have certain medical conditions 
or other risk factors should receive PCV. Some 
adults in this group who have already received PCV 
might be recommended to receive another dose.

	� Adults 50 years or older who have not previously 
received PCV should receive a PCV vaccine. Some 
adults in this group who have already received PCV 
might be recommended to receive another dose.

3. Talk with your health care provider

Tell your vaccination provider if the person getting 
the vaccine:
	� Has had an allergic reaction after a previous dose 
of any type of PCV, or to any vaccine containing 
diphtheria toxoid (for example, DTaP), or has any 
severe, life-threatening allergies

In some cases, your health care provider may decide 
to postpone PCV until a future visit.

People with minor illnesses, such as a cold, may be 
vaccinated. People who are moderately or severely ill 
should usually wait until they recover.

Your health care provider can give you more 
information.

https://www.immunize.org/vis
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Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine

4. Risks of a vaccine reaction

	� Redness, swelling, pain, or tenderness where the 
shot is given; fever; loss of appetite; fussiness 
(irritability); tiredness; headache; muscle aches; 
joint pain; or chills can happen after pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccination.

Young children may be at increased risk for seizures 
caused by fever after a PCV if it is administered at 
the same time as inactivated influenza vaccine. Ask 
your health care provider for more information.

People sometimes faint after medical procedures, 
including vaccination. Tell your provider if you feel 
dizzy or have vision changes or ringing in the ears.

As with any medicine, there is a very remote chance 
of a vaccine causing a severe allergic reaction, other 
serious injury, or death.

5. What if there is a serious problem?

An allergic reaction could occur after the vaccinated 
person leaves the clinic. If you see signs of a 
severe allergic reaction (hives, swelling of the face 
and throat, difficulty breathing, a fast heartbeat, 
dizziness, or weakness), call 9-1-1 and get the person 
to the nearest hospital.

For other signs that concern you, call your health 
care provider.

Adverse reactions should be reported to the Vaccine 
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). Your 
health care provider will usually file this report, or 
you can do it yourself. Visit the VAERS website at 
www.vaers.hhs.gov or call 1-800-822-7967. VAERS 
is only for reporting reactions, and VAERS staff 
members do not give medical advice.

6. �The National Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program 
(VICP) is a federal program that was created to 
compensate people who may have been injured by 
certain vaccines. Claims regarding alleged injury or 
death due to vaccination have a time limit for filing, 
which may be as short as two years. Visit the VICP 
website at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation or 
call 1-800-338-2382 to learn about the program and 
about filing a claim.

7. How can I learn more?

	� Ask your health care provider.
	� Call your local or state health department.
	� Visit the website of the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for vaccine package inserts 
and additional information at www.fda.gov/
vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines.

	� Contact the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC):
	- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) or
	- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines.

http://www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines
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[ 1 Why get vaccinated?
 
 

Rotavirus vaccine can preventrotavirusdisease.

Rotavirus causes diarrhea, mostly in babies and
youngchildren. The diarrhea can be severe, and lead
to dehydration. Vomiting and fever are also common
in babies with rotavirus.

 

 
[ 2 Rotavirus vaccine |
 

Rotavirus vaccine is administered by putting drops
in the child’s mouth. Babies should get 2 or 3 doses
of rotavirus vaccine, depending on the brand of
vaccine used.
« The first dose must be administered before 15
weeksof age.

« The last dose must be administered by 8 months
of age.

Almost all babies whoget rotavirus vaccine will be
protected from severe rotavirus diarrhea.

Anotherviruscalled porcine circovirus (or parts
of it) can be foundin rotavirus vaccine. This virus

does not infect people, and there is no knownsafety
risk. For more information, see http://wayback.
archive-it.org/7993/20170406124518/https:/
www.fda.gov/BiologicsBloodVaccines/Vaccines/

ApprovedProducts/ucm212140.htm.

Rotavirus vaccine maybe given at the same time as

other vaccines.

 

3 Talk with your health

care provider 
 

Tell your vaccine providerif the person getting
the vaccine:

« Has had anallergic reaction after a previous

dose of rotavirus vaccine,or has any severe,life-

threateningallergies.
« Has a weakened immunesystem.

« Has severe combined immunodeficiency (SCID).
« Has had a type of bowel blockage called
intussusception.

In somecases, your child’s health care provider may

decide to postponerotavirus vaccination to a future

Visit.

Infants with minorillnesses, such as a cold, may be
vaccinated. Infants who are moderately or severelyill
should usually wait until they recover before getting
rotavirus vaccine.

Yourchild’s health care provider can give you more
information.

 

 
[ 4 Risks of a vaccine reaction |
 

« Irritability or mild, temporary diarrhea or vomiting
can happenafter rotavirus vaccine.

Intussusceptionis a type of bowel blockagethatis
treated in a hospital and could require surgery.It
happensnaturally in some infants every year in the
United States, and usually there is no known reason
for it. Thereis also a small risk of intussusception
from rotavirus vaccination, usually within a week
after the first or second vaccine dose. This additional

risk is estimated to range from about1 in 20,000 US
infants to 1 in 100,000 US infants whoget rotavirus
vaccine. Your health care provider can give you more
information.

As with any medicine, there is a very remote chance
of a vaccine causinga severeallergic reaction, other
serious injury, or death.

U.S. Department of
Health and HumanServices
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention

 



 

 problem?
 

For intussusception, look for signs of stomach pain
along with severe crying. Early on, these episodes

could last just a few minutes and come and go
several times in an hour. Babies mightpull theirlegs
up to their chest. Your baby might also vomit several
times or have bloodin thestool, or could appear
weakor veryirritable. These signs would usually
happen duringthe first week after the first or second
doseof rotavirus vaccine, but look for them any
time after vaccination. If you think your baby has
intussusception, contact a health care provider right
away. If you can't reach yourhealth care provider,
take your babyto a hospital. Tell them when your
baby gotrotavirus vaccine.

Anallergic reaction could occurafter the vaccinated
personleavestheclinic. Ifyou see signs of a
severe allergic reaction (hives, swelling of the face

and throat, difficulty breathing, a fast heartbeat,
dizziness, or weakness), call 9-1-1 and get the person
to the nearest hospital.

Forother signs that concern you,call your health
care provider.

Adverse reactions should be reported to the Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). Your
health care providerwill usually file this report, or
you can doit yourself. Visit the VAERS websiteat
www.vaers.hhs.govorcall 1-800-822-7967. VAERS

is onlyfor reporting reactions, and VAERSstaffdo not
give medical advice.

5 Whatif there is a serious |

 

6 The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program  

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation
Program (VICP)is a federal program that was
created to compensate people who may have been

injured by certain vaccines. Visit the VICP website
at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensationorcall

1-800-338-2382 to learn about the program and
aboutfiling a claim. There is a time limitto file a
claim for compensation.

 

 
7 How can | learn more? |
 

« Ask your health care provider.
" Call your local or state health department.
« Contact the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC):

- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)or

- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines
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Varicella (Chickenpox) Vaccine:
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1 Why get vaccinated?

Varicella (also called chickenpox) is a very contagiousviral
disease. It is caused by the varicella zoster virus. Chickenpox
is usually mild, butit can be serious in infants under12
monthsof age, adolescents, adults, pregnant women, and
people with weakened immunesystems.

 

Chickenpoxcauses anitchy rash that usually lasts about a
week.It can also cause:
« fever
" tiredness
« loss of appetite
headache

Moreserious complications can include:
« skin infections
« infection ofthe lungs (pneumonia)
* inflammation ofblood vessels

« swelling of the brain and/or spinal cord coverings
(encephalitis or meningitis)

« blood stream, bone,orjoint infections

Some people get so sick that they needto be hospitalized.It
doesn't happen often, but people can die from chickenpox.
Before varicella vaccine, almost everyone in the United
States got chickenpox, an average of4 million people each
year.

Children who get chickenpox usually miss at least 5 or
6 days of schoolor childcare.

Somepeople whoget chickenpoxget a painful rash called
shingles (also knownasherpeszoster) yearslater.

Chickenpox can spreadeasily from an infected person to
anyone whohasnot had chickenpox and has not gotten
chickenpoxvaccine.
 

 
[ 2 Chickenpox vaccine ‘|

Children 12 months through 12 years of age should get
2 doses of chickenpox vaccine,usually:

« First dose: 12 through 15 monthsof age
« Second dose: 4 through 6 years of age

 

People 13 years of age or older who didn’t get the vaccine
whenthey were younger, and have never had chickenpox,
should get 2 dosesat least 28 days apart.

A person whopreviously received only one dose of
chickenpox vaccine should receive a second dose to
complete the series. The second dose should begivenat least
3 monthsafter the first dose for those youngerthan 13 years,

andat least 28 days after the first dose for those 13 years of
age orolder.

‘There are no knownrisks to getting chickenpox vaccineat
the same timeas other vaccines.

There is a combination vaccine called MMRVthat

contains both chickenpox and MMRvaccines.

MMRYVis an option for some children 12 months

through 12 years of age. There is a separate

Vaccine Information Statement for MMRV. Your

health care provider can give you more information.

 

3 Some people should not get
this vaccine  

Tell your vaccine providerif the person getting the vaccine:

Has anysevere,life-threatening allergies. A person who
haseverhada life-threatening allergic reaction after a dose
of chickenpox vaccine, or has a severeallergy to any part
of this vaccine, may be advised notto be vaccinated. Ask
yourhealth care providerifyou want information about
vaccine components.

Is pregnant, or thinks she might be pregnant. Pregnant
women should waitto get chickenpox vaccineuntil after
they are no longer pregnant. Women should avoid getting
pregnantforat least 1 month after getting chickenpox
vaccine.

Has a weakened immunesystem dueto disease (such
as cancer or HIV/AIDS)or medical treatments (such as

radiation, immunotherapy, steroids, or chemotherapy).

Hasa parent, brother,or sister with a history ofimmune

system problems.

Is taking salicylates (such asaspirin). People should
avoid using salicylates for 6 weeks after getting varicella
vaccine.

Hasrecently had a bloodtransfusion or received other
blood products. You might be advised to postpone
chickenpox vaccination for 3 monthsor more.

« Has tuberculosis.

U.S. Departmentof

Health and HumanServices

Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention

 



« Has gotten any othervaccinesin the past 4 weeks. Live
vaccines given too close together might not work
as well.

« Is not feeling well. A mildillness, such as a cold,is usually

not a reason to postpone a vaccination. Someone who

is moderately or severely ill should probably wait. Your
doctor can advise you.
 

 
| 4 Risks of a vaccine reaction |
 

With any medicine, including vaccines,there is a chance of
reactions. These are usually mild and go away on their own,
but serious reactions are also possible.

Getting chickenpox vaccineis muchsafer than getting
chickenpox disease. Most people whoget chickenpox
vaccine do not have any problemswithit.

After chickenpox vaccination, a person might experience:

Minor events:
« Sore arm from theinjection
" Fever

« Rednessor rash at the injectionsite

If these events happen,they usually begin within 2 weeks
after the shot. They occurless often after the second dose.

More serious events following chickenpox vaccination
are rare. They can include:
« Seizure (jerking or staring) often associated with fever
* Infection of the lungs (pneumonia) or the brain andspinal
cord coverings (meningitis)

« Rashall over the body

A person who develops a rash after chickenpox vaccination
mightbe able to spread the varicella vaccine virusto an
unprotected person. Even though this happensveryrarely,
anyone whogets a rash should stay away from people with
weakened immune systems and unvaccinatedinfants until
the rash goes away. Talk with your health care providerto
learn more.

Otherthings that could happenafter this
vaccine:
* People sometimesfaint after medical procedures, including
vaccination. Sitting or lying down for about 15 minutes
can help prevent fainting and injuries caused bya fall. Tell
your doctorifyou feel dizzy or have vision changes or
ringing in the ears.

* Somepeople get shoulder pain that can be more severe
and longer-lasting than routine sorenessthat can follow
injections. This happensvery rarely.

« Any medication can causea severeallergic reaction. Such
reactions to a vaccine are estimated at about 1 in a million

doses, and would happen within a few minutesto a few
hoursafter the vaccination.

As with any medicine,there is a very remote chance of a

vaccine causinga serious injury or death.

The safety of vaccinesis always being monitored. For more

information,visit: www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/

 

5 Whatif there is a serious
problem?

Whatshould I look for?
« Look for anything that concerns you,such assigns of
a severe allergic reaction, very high fever, or unusual
behavior.

  

Signsof a severe allergic reaction can include hives,
swelling of the face and throat, difficulty breathing, a fast
heartbeat, dizziness, and weakness. These would usually

start a few minutes to a few hoursafter the vaccination.

What shouldI do?
* If you thinkit is a severe allergic reaction or other
emergencythat can't wait, call 9-1-1 andget to the nearest
hospital. Otherwise, call your health care provider.

Afterward, the reaction should be reported to the Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). Your doctor
should file this report, or you candoit yourself through
the VAERSwebsite at www.vaers.hhs.gov,or by calling
1-800-822-7967.

VAERSdoes notgive medical advice.
 

6 The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program  

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
(VICP) is a federal program that was created to compensate

people who mayhavebeen injured by certain vaccines.

Persons whobelieve they may have been injured by a
vaccine can learn about the program andaboutfiling a claim
by calling 1-800-338-2382 or visiting the VICP website at
www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation. Thereis a time limit
to file a claim for compensation.
 

 
7 How can I learn more? |
 

« Ask your health care provider. He or she can give you
the vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of
information.

* Call yourlocal or state health department.
* Contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)or

- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines
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[ 1 Why get vaccinated?
 

MMRvaccine can prevent measles, mumps, and

rubella.

* MEASLES(M)can causefever, cough, runnynose,
and red, watery eyes, commonlyfollowed by a rash
that covers the whole body. It can lead to seizures
(often associated with fever), ear infections,

diarrhea, and pneumonia.Rarely, measles can
cause brain damageor death.
MUMPS(M)can cause fever, headache, muscle

aches,tiredness, loss of appetite, and swollen and
tender salivary glands undertheears. It can lead to
deafness, swelling of the brain and/or spinal cord
covering, painful swellingofthe testicles or ovaries,
and, very rarely, death.
RUBELLA(R) can causefever, sore throat, rash,

headache, andeyeirritation. It can cause arthritis
in up to half of teenage and adult women.If a
womangets rubella while she is pregnant, she
could have a miscarriage or her baby could be born
withserious birth defects.

Most people whoare vaccinated with MMRwill
be protected forlife. Vaccines and highrates of
vaccination have madethese diseases muchless

commonin the UnitedStates.

 

 
2 MMRvaccine
 

Children need 2 doses of MMRvaccine, usually:
« First dose at 12 through 15 monthsofage
Second dose at 4 through 6 years of age

Infants whowill be traveling outside the United
States when they are between 6 and 11 months

of age should get a dose of MMRvaccine before
travel. The child shouldstill get 2 dosesat the
recommendedagesfor long-lasting protection.

Older children, adolescents, and adults also need

1 or 2 doses ofMMRvaccineifthey are not already
immune to measles,mumps, and rubella. Your

health care provider can help you determine how
many doses you need.

A third dose ofMMR might be recommendedin
certain mumps outbreaksituations.

MMRvaccine maybegiven at the same time as
other vaccines. Children 12 months through 12
years of age might receive MMRvaccine together

with varicella vaccine in a single shot, known as
MMRYV. Yourhealth care provider can give you more
information.

 

3 Talk with your health care
provider 
 

Tell your vaccine provider if the person getting the
vaccine:

« Has had anallergic reaction after a previous dose

ofMMR or MMRVvaccine, orhas any severe,
life-threatening allergies.

« Is pregnant, or thinks she might be pregnant.
« Has a weakened immune system,or has a parent,

brother, or sister with a history of hereditary or
congenital immune system problems.

« Has ever had a condition that makes him or her
bruise or bleedeasily.

« Has recently had a bloodtransfusion or received
other blood products.

« Has tuberculosis.
Has gotten any other vaccinesin the past 4 weeks.

In somecases, your health care provider may decide
to postpone MMRvaccinationto a future visit.

People with minorillnesses, such as a cold, may be
vaccinated. People who are moderately or severely ill
should usually wait until they recover before getting
MMRvaccine.

Your health care provider can give you more
information.

U.S. Departmentof
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